[Formaldehyde in the occupational environment. A possible cause of chemically induced reactive arthritis].
A case is presented of a farmer aged 33 years who developed polyarthritis four to five days after having used formaldehyde for fumigation of his piggery. The farmer was admitted to the General Hospital in Herning for treatment. The course of the treatment was several months. Furthermore, two farm assistants and a bricklayer were exposed to formaldehyde in the piggery. They developed acute intoxication symptoms and, a few days after the exposure, arthralgia. There was no other collective exposure. Apart from the formaldehyde, there was a great amount of water in the piggery, leading to the conclusion that the exposure was due to the formaldehyde being absorbed in the water with following evaporation. In conclusion, a relationship between these particular circumstances of formaldehyde exposure and reactive arthritis is found to be likely.